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common reproach of many historians. But their territories
were not the less a theatre of bloody strife, of misrule of all
kinds, of almost incessant disorder and lawlessness. From
Kerry to Kildare the land was torn by the tierce conflicts
of Ormonds and Desmonds; the EngHshry and the Irishry
perished by tens of thousands, in feuds that made order and
peace impossible; the first conditions of social well-being and
prosperity could not exist or grow up. If exaction, too, in
the Pale was grievous, it was infinitely worse in the Anglo-
Irish Land; the coyne and hvery, extorted by Geraldine and
Butler,, throughout their lordships, was like the ravage of
locusts; the Celtic chiefs improved on an evil example; huge
predatory levies were kept on foot, destroying and harrying
whole counties. Nor could justice and righteous law have
a place in the signiories of the great nobles; the king^wjit
had no force in these; their seneschals administered a kind
of rude medley of English and Irish custom and usage cor-
ruptly, and at the will of their lords; the pleasure of an
Ormond or a Desmond was supreme in his Court; and the
prevalence of the Brehon law, in the Celtic regions, alongside
quite a different system, there is reason to believe, did much
mischief. The condition 'of all, save the dominant classes,
was one of general poverty and harsh subjection; and, as
we have said, the descendants of many of the first .colonists
had fled from a country unfit to live in.
We turn to the third division, the Celtic Land, still nearly al-
together the seat of the Irishry. This great region included the
whole of Ulster, and of Connaught, then comprising the County
of Clare, and also a part of the Midlands of Leinster; it con-
tained the present counties of Down, Antrim, Londonderry,
Donegal, Tyrone, Fermanagh, Cavan, Armagh, Monaghan,
Roscommon, Leitrim, Galway, Mayo, Sligo, with Offaley and
Leix, now the King's and Queen's Counties, in addition, as
we have.seen, to Clare. The conquering race had invaded